The Settled Life of Farmers 
Group: Dimple, Jasveen, Tirthesha, Tanvi & Julien 

· Development of permanent settlements where families of farmers lived together  

· Task of food production lent itself to different kind of social organization

· Hard work of some allowed other people to devote time to inventing and manufacturing 

· harvesting tools, pottery, clothing 

· Farming generally requires longer and more monotonous work 

· Transition brought important changes in social structure 

· social relations = egalitarian (equality) 

· Settlements grew 

· large number of people began to share same resources (land, water)

· Humans adapted to this new settles life in a number of ways 

· Horticultural: small communities of gardens working with simple hand tools (no plow) 
· Horticulture is said to be an extensive form of agriculture 

· Production is for subsistence, rather than to produce surplus of sale 

· Commonly involve periodic feasts 

· Substantial amounts of produce/ gifts are given away to gain prestige 

· basis for the political power of leaders 

· play important role in production, exchange and resource allocation 

· Widespread form of horticulture 

· Swidden farming: natural vegetation is cut, burned and crops are planted among ashes
· viewed as a form of negative farming 
· mimics the diversity of the ecosystem 

· actually a very sustainable way of raising food if done within precise conditions 

· low populations density + adequate amount of land 
· without these conditions = environmental destruction 

· Technologically more complex than horticulture is intensive agriculture

· large scale cultivators employing fertilizers, irrigation, equipment and draft animals 

