Name: _________________		ENG1D7

The House on Mango Street: Sentence Structure
A complete sentence has a subject and a verb.

Examples:	 Nikaria laughed. Hoang has walked. The team was losing.

These types of sentences are simplistic and lack extra information to deepen our understanding of the subject. We can add adjectives, adverbs, phrases, clauses, or even additional subjects and verbs to make our sentences more interesting.

Examples: 	Nikaria laughed suddenly. 
Nikaria laughed yesterday. Nikaria laughed at her brother. 
Nikaria laughed, spewing soda out of her mouth.

These are still all simple sentences, but they offer a bit more information. However, they appear to all relate to the same incident, so combining the sentences would be appropriate to convey a more complex event.

For example: Yesterday, Nikaria cracked up at her brother, spewing soda out of her mouth.

Directions: Combine the simple sentences in each block into one complete sentence on the space provided. Then, share your sentence with a partner and write down your partner’s sentence. Finally, find a sentence in the vignette “The House on Mango Street” that gives the same information and copy it down.

1. We had to leave the flat. The flat was on Loomis. We had to leave quick.
a. Your sentence: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Your partner’s sentence:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Cisneros’s sentence:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



2. The water pipes broke. The landlord wouldn’t fix the pipes. The house was too old to fix.
a. Your sentence:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Your partner’s sentence:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Cisneros’s sentence:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. That’s why Mama and Papa looked for a house. That’s why we moved into the house. The house is on Mango Street. Mango Street is far away. Mango Street is on the other side of town.
a. Your sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Your partner’s sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Cisneros’s sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. This is the house Papa talked about. He talked about it and held up a ticket. The ticket was from the lottery. This was the house Mama dreamed up in stories. She told these stories to us. We heard these stories before we went to bed.
a. Your sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


b. Your partner’s sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Cisneros’s sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. The laundromat downstairs had been boarded up. The laundromat had been robbed two days before. The owner had painted on the wood. The wood said YES WE’RE OPEN. The owner did not want to lose business. 
a. Your sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Your partner’s sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Cisneros’s sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Now, look at the sentences for each item. What similarities or differences do you see?







7. What did you notice about Sandra Cisneros’s use of conjunctions (and, but, or) and commas in her writing? What does this suggest about Cisneros’s writing style in the rest of the book?   Answer this on a separate sheet of paper.  


