Logic Test Review

Argument or Non-argument

1) If the criminal law forbids suicide … the prohibition is ridiculous: for what penalty can frighten a man who is not afraid of death itself? (Schopenhauer)

2) If you want to find out your real opinion of anyone, observe the impression made upon you by the first sight of a letter from him.  (Schopenhauer)

3) I never through away a key.  I know that as soon as I do, I’ll discover a piece of locked luggage which will be useless because the key is gone.  

4) Since Bill graduated from law school, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms has had a major influence in shaping social policies. 

5) Dinosaurs became extinct because of the impact of a large asteroid. 

6) All segregation statues are unjust because segregation distorts the soul and damages the personality.  (King)

Deductive and inductive Arguments

1) Either Rodney is going to the party or Harriet is going to the party.  But Harriet is not going to the party.  Therefore, Rodney is going to the party. 

2) Socrates drank hemlock and died shortly thereafter.  Demosthenes drank hemlock and died shortly thereafter.  Artemis drank hemlock and died shortly thereafter.  Seneca is drinking hemlock!  He will, therefore, die shortly thereafter.  

3) If Nelson stole the diamond then he will go to jail.  Nelson stole the diamond.  Therefore, he will go to jail.
4) Where life is possible, then it is possible to live the right life; life is possible in a palace; so it is possible to live the right life in a palace.  (Marcu Aurelius)

5) Ninety-five percent of the people who live in my neighbourhood indicated, on a survey, that they have a fax machine at home.  Chloe lives in my neighbourhood.  Therefore, it is likely that Chloe has a fax machine at home.  

6) The sun has risen every morning from time immemorial. Therefore, the sun will rise tomorrow.  

Syllogisms

Create a syllogism for each type in both the valid and invalid form.  

Informal Fallacies 

1) To allow every person unbounded freedom of speech must always be, on the whole, advantageous to the state; for it is highly conducive to the interests of the community that each individual should enjoy a liberty perfectly unlimited of expressing his or her sentiments.  

2) Returning something that has been borrowed is the right thing to do.  Thus, when Harry came to me in a fit of rage asking for his shotgun back (while muttering something about avenging his brother), I did the right thing by returning it to him. 

3) It is our duty to do what is right.  We have the right to disregard good advice.  Hence it is our duty to disregard good advice.  

4) If a person came to you in a fit of rage asking you for his shotgun back (while muttering something about avenging his brother), there is no way you would give it to him.  Therefore, one should not give back something that one has borrowed.

5) Seeing that eye and hand and foot and every one of our members has some obvious function, must we not believe that in like manner a human being has a function over and above these particular functions? (Aristotle)

Diagramming Reasoning

1) Today, though, we’ve begun to demand that our mates supply all our needs and since of course, that isn’t possible, people have started to ask for new, less difficult kinds of alliances.  

2) Over the short term, the softening price for oil has certainly been good news for hard pressed consumers.  Every $1 per bbl. drop in petroleum prices gives them $5.5 to $6 billion in increased purchasing power. … because oil is by far the most important and widely used energy resource in the economy, going into everything from automotive fuel to farm fertilizers, plastics and paints.  
