
L A N G U A G E
Language is "the method of human communication, either spoken or written, 

consisting of the use of words in a structured and conventional way.". It is one of

the main ways we acquire knowledge from the world, and it lets us go beyond the 

barrier of our own experience 

the nature of language

1) language is rule governed. 

-  rules are in place for words and sentences to make sense       

- the noise of a certain word is associated with a thing or idea 

-  language must be sent with intention and understood       

- some types of communication are not actually language! 

- language changes over time and influence 

- Shakespeare introduced 1700+ words, and we have today's slang, 

   which are all innovations 

2) language is intended 

3) language is creative and open-minded 

theories of meaning 

1) definition theory suggests that meaning is found in the dictionary 
2) denotation theory suggests that words stand for something 

3) image theory suggests that meaning is the image a word presents 
      to  you 

problematic meaning tends to make understanding all 
the more complicated... 

1) vagueness can imply anything depending on the  context 
2) ambiguity creates two meanings, and is misleading 

3) secondary meanings (connotation) sets the tone for a 
      sentence and can change it drastically 

4) a metaphor can never be taken literally 
5) irony says a certain sentence in order to mean the
      opposite, which makes understanding confusing 


