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   PERFORMANCE ASSIGNMENT

Rationale

For this assignment, you will recreate a scene from William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. The purpose of this activity is to engage with the text, ultimately extracting and conveying the emotions, actions, and intent of your character. Plays are meant to be performed. Consequently, there is a hidden complexity within the text; in fact, the diction, actions, and stage directions of any character can be interpreted differently, depending on the actor. Hence, close attention should be paid not only to what your character says, but the emotion and intent behind it. Below you will find some strategies to help you extract such information. 
Process 

This assignment requires you to first choose one of the following options:

· A soliloquy 

· A scene with a partner

· A scene with a group of no more than four characters. 

Next, once you have assembled your cast, you must select a specific scene within the play. This is where it gets tricky. Many would assume that a more ‘popular’ scene, or a shorter one would be the best way to go. However, this is not always the case. Before you begin selecting a scene, evaluate the talents in your group. Perhaps, you have members that enjoy the spotlight, thereby allowing you to choose a scene that has a number of major characters in it. Specifically, evaluate your strengths and weaknesses before you begin selecting a scene. Below are the following requirements that you must adhere to: 

1) For Groups of 3 or 4: The Length of the scene must be approximately 100-150 lines total, (roughly 2/3 pages of text).

2) For Groups of 2: The Length of the scene must be approximately 30-50 lines total.

3) For those performing a soliloquy: The Length of the scene must be approximately 25-40 lines total. 

Expectations 

Before you cry out, I am well aware that many of you may be uncomfortable acting, especially in front of your peers. This assignment is meant to actively engage with the play; hence you will not primarily be evaluated on your performance alone. Despite the fact that there are some inarguable components I require, this assignment will also be evaluated on your ability to understand the role your character plays within the scene. Below, is an outline of which components are required for this assignment:

1. Costume! – Each group member is responsible for dressing up as his or her character. I do not expect tights, but choose clothing that may mirror Elizabethan era garb. Also, be prepared to defend your attire, choose clothing that conveys the characteristics and personality of your character. 

2. Memorization: I expect as many lines to be memorized as possible. If you forget a line while performing, I will be happy to remind you of it. This will not result in a mark deduction if it happens two or three times.

3. Stage Direction: You must plan out your movements on the stage. This is even more essential if you are in a larger group. How you interact with the other characters will affect your mark, so there should be no confusion on stage as to where you are supposed to be and where you are supposed to go. 

4. Emoting: Embedded within Shakespeare’s words is a wealth of emotion. Therefore, your facial features, movements, gestures should convey the characteristics or emotions of your character regarding that specific scene. For instance, even though Mercutio is a funny character, he is not always showing that side of himself and at times is reveals his insecurity or anger. Study your scene closely, and extract how your character is feeling, what they desire, and make sure that comes across in your emotions and actions. 

Strategies 

In order to understand the motives, emotions, and desires of your character, you must closely analyze his/her diction. 


Specifically, pay close attention to what it is they are saying. Are they arguing, being sarcastic, or being genuine? 


What part of the play have you chosen? Has your character shifted from how they acted previously? 


Last, look closely for any punctuation. If there is multiple stops or line breaks, perhaps that suggests your character is angry, inquisitive, or is being interrupted by someone else. The interplay between characters is essential when conveying the emotions of the scene. 

You must fill out the attached sheet and submit it before you/your group performs
Name __________________________

Group Members __________________________________________________________

Scene _______________________________________

Character ________________________

Context (What is your character experiencing/discussing in this scene?) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Diction (Which words, lines should be emphasized in order to convey the emotion of the scene?) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Costume: Colour, Props intended to be used. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Romeo and Juliet Reenactment Marking Scheme

Name: __________________

Lines are well memorized and rehearsed.   
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(Not at all)
(Barely)
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(Mostly)
(Completely)

Front is to the audience at all times and stage direction is well practiced.   
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(Completely)

Emotions and motives of the character are predominant throughout.
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(Not at all)
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(Completely)

Costumes and props magnify the emotions and intent of the chosen character.
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(Not at all)
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The performance matches the emotions and the context of the scene.  The performance exemplifies a great understanding of the scene and its nuances.
2

4

6

8

10

(Not at all)
(Barely)
(Somewhat)
(Mostly)
(Completely)

Considerable effort and time was put into completing the rough notes before attempting to perform the scene.
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