WESTON COLLEGIATE INSITUTE

PHILOSOPHY: QUESTIONS AND THEORIES – HZT4U1
COURSE OUTLINE 2015/16
DESCRIPTION AND RATIONALE: 

This course addresses three (or more) of the main areas of philosophy: metaphysics, logic, epistemology, ethics, social and political philosophy, and aesthetics. Students will learn critical-thinking skills, the main ideas expressed by philosophers from a variety of the world’s traditions, how to develop and explain their own philosophical ideas, and how to apply those ideas to contemporary social issues and personal experiences. The course will also help students refine skills used in researching and investigating topics in philosophy.


This course offers students a host of opportunities for engaging some of the great philosophical issues and questions of the last 2500 years. In the process of putting into practice the Socratic injunction, “the unexamined life is not worth living,” students develop a range of analytic and synthetic thinking skills, enabling them to tackle the key concepts, issues, and questions of philosophy. Students also develop research and writing skills and become stronger logical thinkers. Students develop interest in a wide range of important, philosophically-oriented issues and are challenged to think about their world in an engaged, critical manner.

PREREQUISITE: 

Any University or University/College Preparation Course in Social Sciences and Humanities, English, or Canadian and World Studies
TEXT RESOURCE:   
Title: Philosophy: Thinkers, Theories, and Questions 

Authors: Stickney, Dr. Jeff, Dr. Stephen L. Anderson, Dr. David A. Jopling, et al. 

Publisher: McGraw-Hill Ryerson 

ISBN-13: 9780070738751

OTHER RESOURCES:
Primary Readings, Newspapers, Magazines, Movies, TV, Radio, Internet 
EVALUATION:
Term Work




70% 

Term work will be evaluated based on an even weighting of the assessment categories, Knowledge (K), Thinking (T), Communication (C), and Application (A).  Your mark will be based on your consistent performance in each of areas.   Each area will be worth 17.5% of your final grade.  
Final Culminating Activity and Exam
30% 

Learning Skills

The report card will also provide a record of the learning skills demonstrated, in the following six categories: Works Independently, Collaboration, Organization, Work Habits, Initiative and Self - Regulation. The learning skills are evaluated using a four-point scale (E–Excellent, G–Good, S–Satisfactory, and N–Needs Improvement). The separate evaluation and reporting of the learning skills in these five areas reflects their critical role in the achievement of the curriculum expectations. 
UNITS AND TITLES:
Unit 1:
Logic (Sept – Nov 25 hrs)
Unit 2: Metaphysics (Nov – Feb 35 hrs) 
Unit 3: Epistemology (Feb – Mar 25 hrs)
Unit 4: Ethics (Mar – May 25 hrs) 

EVALUATION BREAKDOWN
Chapter Notes & Content Tests  
10%

Reflections



20%
Unit Projects



40%

Culminating ISU
20%

Final Exam 

10%

UNIT BREAKDOWNS
INTRODUCTION


Intro to Philosophy


“An Example of Philosophy: Socrates”

UNIT 1 LOGIC 
Notes and Quizzes  
Logic Assignment (Unit Project)
Logic Test (Unit Project) 
UNIT 2 METAPHYSICS
Notes and Quizzes 
Reflection: What constitutes personhood?

Seminar: Metaphysics Film Review (Unit Project)
UNIT 3 EPISTEMOLOGY 
Notes and Quizzes 
Reflections: Where does knowledge come from, experience or reason?

Seminar:  What is truth? (Unit Project) 
UNIT 4 ETHICS
Notes and Quizzes 

Reflection: Is morality taught or innate?

Seminar and Essay: Is morality absolute? (Unit Project)
CULMINATING ISU


Essay and Seminar presentation: The Meaning of Life



Essay: 15%



Seminar: 5%

FINAL EXAM 
Culminating exam: 10%
