Name: _________________


ENG1D1

Culminating Activity ENG1D1 (20%)

 A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Texts may be analyzed and interpreted in many ways.  Shakespearean works are no different in that they have been subject to various types of investigation and analysis.  Indeed, entire courses and even university degrees have been dedicated to analyzing the works of “The Bard”.   In doing your culminating activity you will join the legions of scholars and students that have analyzed, interpreted and enjoyed his works.  You will do the following.  

1) Literary Essay (15%)

In the literary essay, you are exploring the meaning and construction of a piece of literature. It is an insightful, critical interpretation of a literary work.  It is not a summary of character, plot or other element of fiction.  It is your interpretation and opinion.  You must adopt a viewpoint on the work in question and show how the details of the work support your viewpoint. 
You will write an essay that responds to one of the following statements. 

· Based on A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare clearly believes that true love can exist. 

· Based on A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare is saying that true love is for fools.
· Shakespeare portrays his female characters as powerful as seen in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

· Shakespeare portrays his female characters as powerless, as seen in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

· In A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare uses the forest to represent a dream state. 

· In A Midsummer Night’s Dream Shakespeare uses the forest to represent a nightmare. 

Here are some helpful hints to improve your mark:
· Use the outline as provided to write your essay.  The outline is meant to help you organize your thoughts and structure your paper. 
· Include evidence from the play to support your points. Opinions are weak without support to back them up.  Use specific quotations to support your ideas.  
2) Stage a Scene (5%)
You will form a theatre troupe in a group of four.   Your troupe will present a scene that is related to one of the topics.  For example, if the topic says that the play demonstrates true love, you will present a scene that supports this statement.  Your group members will likely have different topics, so you will have to compromise and choose one that all agree with.  
Here are some helpful hints to improve your mark:

· Introduce the point of the scene, that is, the topic the scene this is related to.   You need to create a context.  This will also help the logical flow of the presentation. 
· Memorize your lines. This will aid in the continuity and clarity of your presentation.

· Use props.  You want to create a scene.  This will aid in creating an experience for the audience.  

Essay Outline

Introductory Paragraph Outline

General statement about the topic that grabs the reader’s attention
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Something general that relates to the topic of the essay.    

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Something more specific to your topic and book that leads to the thesis.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Thesis (Your position with the three points that support it.):
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph 1 Outline

T:________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
E1 (First piece of support):____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E1a (Example from text): ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E 1b (Explanation of example): _______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E2 (Second piece of support):_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E2a (Example from text):_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E2b (Explanation of example):________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E3 (Third piece of support):___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E3a (Example from the text):__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E3b (Explanation of example):________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

C: _______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph 2 Outline

T: _______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
E1 (First piece of support):____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E1a (Example from text): ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E 1b (Explanation of example): _______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E2 (Second piece of support):_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E2a (Example from text):_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E2b (Explanation of example):________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E3 (Third piece of support):___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E3a (Example from the text):__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E3b (Explanation of example):________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

C: _______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph 3 Outline

T: _______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
E1 (First piece of support):____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E1a (Example from text): ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E 1b (Explanation of example): _______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E2 (Second piece of support):_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E2a (Example from text):_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E2b (Explanation of example):________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E3 (Third piece of support):___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E3a (Example from the text):__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

E3b (Explanation of example):________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

C: _______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Concluding Paragraph Outline

Restatement of Thesis:

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Explain the relevance of the topic in relation to how one might view the play
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Draw a broad conclusion from what you have written 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ESSAY MARKING SCHEME
Overall Format and Writing Conventions

Does the essay demonstrate varying sentence type, structure, and length for different purposes and make logical transitions between ideas by using single/transition words and phrases?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Is the essay clearly written and free of errors in spelling, punctuation, and grammar?

4

8

12

16

20

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Introductory Paragraph

Does the introductory paragraph open with a creative statement that ‘hooks’ the audience and follow with statements that introduce the thesis in a logical way?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Does the introductory paragraph flow logically from a general statement to more specific statements until the thesis?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Does the thesis clearly identify and outline the subject?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Body Paragraphs

Do the paragraphs have supporting details and examples to back up the topic/ main idea? 

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Are the supporting details and examples sufficient?

2

4

6

8

10

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Are the paragraphs properly formatted and organized, with a clear and elegant topic sentence, body sentences and concluding sentence that is not simply a reworded topic sentence?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Concluding Paragraph

  Does the concluding paragraph begin with a creative restatement of the thesis?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Does the conclusion leave the audience thinking about the topic in a creative and thought provoking manner?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Process

Does the rough work demonstrate evidence of the writing process (organizing using graphic organizers, creating drafts, proofreading, editing and revising)? 

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)

Was classroom time used effectively?



1

2

3

4

5



(Not at all)
(Barely)

(Somewhat)
(Mostly)

(Completely)
             
_____/80

Midsummer Enactment Marking Scheme

Are the students’ voices clear and precise during the delivery?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)
(Somewhat)
(Mostly)
(Completely)

Did the students use visuals/props?

2

4

6

8

10

(Not at all)
(Barely)
(Somewhat)
(Mostly)
(Completely)

Is the scene presented in the context of one of the essay topics?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)
(Somewhat)
(Mostly)
(Completely)

Is the script memorized?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)
(Somewhat)
(Mostly)
(Completely)

Were the students on task during the preparation time?

1

2

3

4

5

(Not at all)
(Barely)
(Somewhat)
(Mostly)
(Completely)                 

/30

